The Coordinator of Information has ordered the 
following text to be broadcast to Belgium, 

It contains a powerful and important message from 
President Roosevelt to the suffering people of Belgium, 



Additional copies of this pamphlet may be had on request. 



A Message from the President 
to the Belgian People 




Published by 

The Belgian Information Center 

63 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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People of Belgium, 

the President of the United States is deeply con- 
cerned by the atrocities visited upon you by the 
brutal Nazis. 

The President will not forget the terrible suffer- 
ings inflicted by the Germans on the innocent men, 
women and children of Belgium. He will always 
remember what this once free country is going 
through under oppression. The United States 
pledges its entire resources to destroy the conqueror 
and to restore self government to Belgium. Only 
by a complete destruction of Hitlerism can the 
occupation be ended. 

The annihilation of Hitlerism has already begun 
with a vengeance. Its armies are being soundly de- 
feated for the first time, on several fronts. The 
United States is engaged in a mighty effort of pro- 
duction for war. It is such an effort that no com- 
bination of enemy countries can possibly match it. 
The President said that this year the United States 
will produce sixty thousand planes to be followed 
by one hundred and twenty-five thousand next 
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year. Tank production will reach forty-five thou- 
sand this year; seventy-five thousand next year. 
By the end of this year eight million tons of new 
shipping will be launched to help carry these wea- 
pons of war to the men in all nations opposed to 
the Axis who are anxious to use them. Ten million 
tons of new ships will be added to this great fleet 
next year. 

The Nazis have exacted a terrible price from 
Belgium, in blood and torture and starvation and 
cruelties without number. But the loyalty and 
patriotism of the Belgians remain staunch. Death 
itself is still preferable to them than slavery. 

President Roosevelt has authorized the U. S. 
radio to say in his name that the sacrifices of all 
people who love liberty shall not be in vain. Bel- 
gium will emerge from her present struggle a bet- 
ter and stronger country. 

Americans are appalled by the Nazi policy of re- 
ducing Belgium by deliberate starvation. They 
understand thoroughly how that country has been 
plundered by the Germans. The horde of German 
troops and Gestapo agents saddled on once-prosper- 
ous Belgium are well fed, while Belgian men, 
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women and children hunger. The Nazis maintain 
huge stocks of food for their soldiers — food right- 
fully belonging to Belgians. Other food supplies of 
all kinds are exported to Germany to help maintain 
order within that country. 

Belgians are not deceived by German propaganda 
efforts to persuade them to believe that shortages 
are caused by the United Nations blockade. Ger- 
man looting has gone on under their very eyes. Bel- 
gians understand that while food reserves exist ui 
abundance in America, no help can be forthcom- 
ing that would give comfort to the enemy. But that 
food is waiting, and one day it will be forthcoming. 

America is sparing no resources to aid in the de- 
struction of Naziism. American might is pouring 
into the common battle. German defeat is inevit- 
able. It cannot be delayed long. 

And after the war, the United Nations, includ- 
ing Belgium, are assured of winning the peace. 
President Roosevelt said: "We are determined not 
only to win the war, but also to maintain the se- 
curity of the peace which will follow." 

The President of the United States will always 
remember the sacrifices of Belgium. Unprovoked 




LA LIBRE BELGiaU 






■flMCTUffl FT ADMINISTRATIS ! nnEHFtlUKOrtHANLWrt tlB. |„ Pt*CB DU TEO*e. BSUXELLES 

EDITtLW MFsmv^FUE HKTER PAS, JjWHJIN D'eOMpHT. HftU KEL LF-5 



Doable Mfse au Point. 



Am mwrntnt ou if; wwiKi^fleS « 

[{Utj, dtadf *i* Tl-JjrfmlTt' I acuvi 

p&tfde dt iyi4-T.n«, avec main 
mil* Avre 2a rmfflw ardi 
jj-iuterur ie mor.-il & It 
iln'ii Jeur tun ptrmx* \ 

HrLi(iL|uc '. ttj EC *6wl r 

u U#nr d* It.uw \fliifottu 
%t leu sacrtfirts putif 
dormer ,ii « ji^nui 

-L-ln^drriHn par ne-.es- 

Mii- li ditfttslonlfl plus 

IjrfC, dei'itm! Jiteinr 

dire louies tH eouihes 

dc Ij p-5'u'j i el t*> 



■ i.i i:l'i rtDtre pays l-i tfe rTctl pa* hub un ir?niirn< 

■s de la hmiTc qu : il-H unl tnnilati t|ue |j fna^iilraiurc rll.i 
i tin u re *i,ii[ tclafoouv^e par des de(aitlinc*i pjotentMrr 
(. p<iiir rniil tfirr, j mpardtmmbleal \H 
\t A retfrewcr vi| 



One of. the 50 under- 
ground paper* in nccu- 
■ pied Belgium 



Mail l!l Sf B 
pOies COm mo r 
ne rien dirt: 

q«t"U t-st sndig" 

vrfr 'i ct ffujel I 

■ j re d ti : t"s*s 



The Declaration of United Nations 

to which Count van der Straten Ponthoz, Belgian Ambassador to the United 
States, on January I, 1942, affixed his signature with representatives of 25 
other nations. The first page of signatures pledging the downfall of the Axis 
is here reproduced. 
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United States of America 

United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

Union of Soviet Socialist 
Repviblics 

China 

Australia 

Belgium 

Canada 

Costa Rica 

Cuba 

Czechoslovakia 

Dominican Republic 

El Salvador 

Greece 

Guatemala 

Haiti 

Honduras 

India 

Luxemburg 

Netherlands 

New Zealand 

Nicaragua 

Norway 

Panama 

Poland 

South Africa 

Yugoslavia 
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murder, executions, imprisonments, tortures and 
starvation, have proved unavailing to the Nazis. 
The will to resist has never been so consolidated as 
in the face of these inhuman persecutions. 

Belgium continues the fight. At home, increasing 
Nazi measures of repression testify to the success 
of Belgian sabotage and slowing down in work. 
Abroad, loyal Belgians all over the world devote 
their every waking moment to the cause of a free 
Belgium. Thousands of Belgian men and young 
men are participating in actual combat with the 
armies of the United Nations. Their cause is the 
just cause of freedom for Belgium. Their victory 
is assured by the spiritual and physical might of the 
peoples of the world who reject bondage. 

At the second year of Nazi occupation of Bel- 
gium, hope is brighter than ever for release. The 
might of the United Nations is now so great, its 
aims so clear, that only the time of defeat for Hit- 
lerism remains doubtful. President Roosevelt said: 
"We shall not fight isolated wars, each nation going 
its own way. Twenty-six nations are united, not in 
spirit and determination alone, but in the broad 
conduct of war in all its phases . . . Gone forever 
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are the days when the aggressors could attack and 
destroy their victims one by one without unity of 
resistance/' 

President Roosevelt pointed out that the militar- 
ists in Berlin and Tokyo started this war. "But," 
he said, "the massed, angered forces of common 
humanity will finish it." 

The objectives in this war are clear, the President 
said. "The objective of smashing the militarism 
imposed by war lords upon their enslaved peoples 
— the objective of liberating the subjugated na- 
tions — the objective of establishing and securing 
freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom 
from want and freedom from fear everywhere in 
the world." 

These aims are not new to Belgians — nor to 
Americans. The United States and Belgium have 
worked for them shoulder to shoulder in the com- 
munity of nations. Belgium's contributions toward 
the betterment of humanity have been great in the 
past. In culture, in art, and in science and indus- 
try, Belgium has ranked in the forefront of pro- 
gressive nations. That country is guiltless of aggres- 
sion. She has suffered terribly by the aggressive 
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ambitions of Germany — twice, within the mem- 
ory of most of her people. These wrongs shall be 
righted. Germany shall not again be allowed to 
impose her tyranny on peace-loving Belgium. Bel- 
gium's cause is humanity's cause. 

The hearts of the Belgians are with their free 
government in London, and with their brave King 
Leopold, now a prisoner of the hated Nazis. Noth- 
ing Germany has been able to do has altered this 
condition. 

King Leopold asked the support of his army in 
May, 1940. He said then: "Belgium expects you all 
to honor her flag. Officers, soldiers, whatever hap- 
pens, my fate will be the same as yours . . . Our 
cause is just and unsullied. Providence will help us. 
Long live Belgium." 

As more details are learned, Belgium's honor has 
indeed been greatly augmented by the heroic resist- 
ance of the army that died in its tracks opposing 
Hitler. 

Americans look forward to the day when soon 
King Leopold may say again, "our cause is just and 
unsullied. Long live Belgium." 
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LITERATURE ON BELGIUM TODAY 

issued or distributed by the 

BELGIAN INFORMATION CENTER 

The follotving documents on BELGIUM TODAY may be obtained on 

request addressed to the Belgian Information Center 

630 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 

T. 10 FACTS ABOUT BELGIUM TODAY — A clear statement of Belgian affairs to- 
day. Also published in Spanish and Portuguese. 

2. ESCAPE FROM BELGIUM— The story of the escape of two young Belgian air-officers 

who flew in a stolen sea-plane to England. Also published in Spanish. 

3. THE PROCLAMATION OF THE BURGOMASTER OF BRUSSELS 

DR. FR.-J. VANDEMEULEBROECK — The original French and Dutch texts. 

4. THEY RIDE THROUGH BELGIUM— A comprehensive expose of what the war did 

and still does to Belgium. Also in Spanish. 

5. KING LEOPOLD VINDICATED— A declaration by Sir Roger Keyes, British attache 

to King Leopold III. Also in Spanish. 

6. THE BELGIAN CAMPAIGN IN ETHIOPIA — A story of the Belgian Congo's 

contribution to the reconquest of Ethiopia. 

7. FORTISSIMI SUNT BELGAE — The story of the Belgian Army campaign. 

8. THE BELGIAN GRAY BOOK — The official account of what happened 1939-1940. $2-50, 

9. BELGIAN CONGO AT WAR — The Belgian Colony's economic and military contri- 

bution to the Allies. 

PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS 

"NEWS FROM BELGIUM'*— Weekly bulletin published by the Belgian Information 
Center, Free on demand. 

"BELGIUM" — Semi-monthiv magazine in English, French and Dutch, published by THE 
BELGIAN PRESS ASSOCIATION, Inc., 6 East 45th Street, New York City. Subscrip- 
tion fee $5 a year. 

Other publications issued by Belgians 
IN NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA 

"NOTEC1AS DE BELGICA"— Spanish edition of "News from Belgium", published in 

Mexico, may be obtained on request at the following address: Avenida Sierra Madre, 135, 
Mexico City, Mexico. 

"NOTICIAS DA BELGICA" — Portuguese edition of "News from Belgium", published 
in Rio de Janeiro, may be obtained on request at the following address; Belgian Embassy, 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

BELGICA - — A semi-monthly publication issued in Spanish, Dutch and French by Francis 
Silvart, Viamonte, 903, Buenos Aires, Argentina, Subscription fee $3 a year. 

"BELGIQUE"— Monthly paper of I'Union Nationale Beige, 396 Rue Craig Ouest, Mon- 
treal, Canada, Subscription fee $1.00 a year. 

IN GREAT BRITAIN 

"LA BELGIQUE I NDEPENDANTE"— Weekly paper, published at: 106, Eaton Square, 
London S.W.I. Subscription fee 2/2d. for three months. 

"ONAFHANKELUK BELGIE" — Weekly paper, published at: 106, Eaton Square, 
London S.W.I. Subscription fee 2/2d, for three months. 

"VERS L'AVENIR" — French periodical published by the Belgian army in Great Britain. 

3d. a copy. 
"NAAR WIJD EN ZIJD"— Flemish periodical published by the Belgian army in Great 

Britain. 3d. a copy. 

MARINE— A French and Flemish monthly published in London: 37 Eaton Place. Sub- 
scription fee 1/-. 

MESSAGE — An English monthly published in London. 



Credit for pictures in this booklet is given with thanks to Acme, pps. 1, 4, 7; the Bache Collection, 
p. 12; the British War Office, pps. 11, 14; Dobro, p. 13; Seven Seas, p. 5; the U.S. Army 
Information Service, pps. 5, 11. Other pictures are from the Belgian Information Center. 



